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    Dear Kealing Families and Community,
                        Congratulations and thank you to our faculty for being amazing   
                         teachers. Mustafa Kemal Ataturk wrote, "A good teacher is like      

          a candle – it consumes itself to light the way for others.” 
 

                         The many successes of our students in achieving a scaled score 
                         of 88, an overall campus rating of B and 3 out of 7 distinctions                    
                         are attributed to the commitment and dedication of    
                         administrators, teachers, staff, students and the community. 

                         The best is yet to be! 

                         Warmest wishes,
                         Dr. Jeanne Spencer, Interim Principal
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"Celebrate what you have
accomplished but raise the bar a

little higher each time you
succeed."
― Mia Hamm
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On the first day of school, several central office administrators visited us
for support. We were fortunate to visit with our Associate Superintendent
for Secondary Schools, Dr. Laura Stout and the Executive Director, Jiae
Kim-Batra.

COVID-19 forced us to change our school’s procedures 2 years ago. Last
year, while still in the pandemic, we all returned to school after a year of
remote learning. For the 2022 - 2023 school year, we were able to return
to pre-COVID-19 procedures. 

Teachers, staff, students and parents were excited about returning to
normal. “This feels like school again,” a student said. Several additional
visitors from AustinISD Headquarters came to offer support. Those visitors
included Executive Director of Student Services, Joshua Jeon, and Human
Capital Supervisor, Dr. Adrienne Aldaco, who subbed in classes and helped
with lunches. 

Many times we heard, “You all don’t need us” as a response to how smooth
the day was. The students were amazing as they engaged in learning. Their
observable behaviors were exemplary in following procedures without
reminders. Kealing Middle School is very grateful to everyone for the
outpouring of support for our administrators, faculty, staff, and students. 

Ms. Lupher’s 7th Grade Texas
History class builds spaghetti

towers. (Photo credit: S. Waggoner)
 

Students used the "up" staircase to pass to class.
(Photo credit: F. De La Croix)

Mr. Slapak's Animal Studies class engaged in a "getting to know you"
circle activity. (Photo credit: F. De La Croix)
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FACULTY/STAFF UPDATES
We are excited to begin the year with several new faculty and staff members. 

 

Teachers celebrate an exciting first day of school with a picture at the 
 first 2022 - 2023 faculty meeting. (Photo credit: S. Waggoner)

kealing.austinschools.org/our-
school/contact/staff

https://kealing.austinschools.org/our-school/contact/staff


 
 

1 . When family members need advice, we convene "The Council" for conferencing. The family-
based council consists of physicians,  veterinarians, attorneys, teachers, counselors, ministers and

financial advisors. It is a great activity for family bonding and receiving “partially” free
consultations.

 
2. Yearly, (with the exception of Covid) I reunite and travel with three loving childhood and

college friends. For more than 25 years, we have traveled the world together.
 

3. Community gardening with friends is a favorite hobby. A few pictures of my harvest are below.
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3 FUN FACTS ABOUT DR. SPENCER

Scan here to learn
more about Dr.

Spencer.
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September 19, 2022: Committee
interviews candidates to identify finalists 
Week of September 30, 2022: 

Week of September 30, 2022:
Superintendent notifies the Board of the
selected candidate    

The timeline for the selection process is:

      Superintendent interviews the finalists

Your support of Kealing MS is valued and
appreciated. If you have any questions, you
may contact Ms. Hannah Gehl via email at
hannah.gehl@austinisd.org or voicemail at 
512-414-1700 ext. 53362.

 

New Principal Search Extended

Photos:
09/07/22

and 
09/08/22

kealing.austinschools.org/events

https://kealing.austinschools.org/events


The Amazon Wish List 
Give/Get Community Donation List

We maintain 2 lists for classroom/staff support: 

Thank you, Kealing community, for your generous support. Your donations make a
huge difference in our classrooms, every day! We will continue to update the list as
new needs arise. 

 Office Aides and Teacher’s Assistants
7th and 8th grade students interested in serving as office aides or TAs during this semester,

may come to the Program Office to pick up a pink form. You will need signatures from a
parent and the teacher or staff member you will assist. You may only TA in a period where you

are currently scheduled in an elective, i.e., no moving core classes or 
LOTE (foreign languages). 

 

BOY: Beginning of the Year MAP: Measures of Academic Progress, (ELA and
Math only) Testing Window: August 29 - September 9

Labor Day Holiday: Monday, September 5 (A/B Day calendar HERE)

School Pictures | Science Classes | September 7th and 8th 

School Sports Teams Photos | After school | September 7th and 8th 
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Teacher Wish ListsTeacher Wish Lists

...continued

Office Aides and Teacher AssistantsOffice Aides and Teacher Assistants

Important Info.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/B7BQHNMLAOP/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/B7BQHNMLAOP/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IOK7cMk99UZtIQcClIWNQ8Wgc3_nBQ0tBrj7amKXLro/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11VH9qIC5WhJjs6brbmqieHI8lwWbqJza/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101489381070288902543&rtpof=true&sd=true


Update on Communication to the Kealing Community on Friday, August 19, 2022
 

Dear Kealing Community,
This communication is sent to counter inaccurate information shared to the community
through a text message. The message indicated that Kealing parents were to pick up
their child/children immediately. Please be advised that all is well at Kealing Middle
School. We apologize for the lack of goodwill demonstrated by an individual.  With all
due haste, we are conducting a comprehensive investigation of this incident.

Thank you for your support as we work together for the betterment of our students,
staff, and community. 

Sincerely, 
Jeanne M. Spencer, Interim Principal

 
 
 
 
 

The Hoax Investigation by AISD Detectives Under the leadership of Chief Wayne Sneed
 

AISD detectives determined that the text message sent to a select group (on the same
platform) was a hoax. The District's detectives coordinate comprehensive investigations
through law enforcement intelligence partners.

Commentary:
1. The District’s communication database for parents has not been compromised.

2. A special “thank you” is extended to the detailed investigation and timely feedback
from our SRO, Officer Melton and Austin ISD detectives with support from the Police
Chief of AISD.
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Campus SafetyCampus Safety  
++

Security UpdateSecurity Update
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Kealing Communications Round-UpKealing Communications Round-Up
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